Chad Woltemath | President | Years at St. Luke: 14
Describe a situation when you have seen that “We reach. Christ
restores.”
“Christ has a mission, and His mission has a church – and we
are blessed to be part of that church as we reach into our
communities and beyond with the love of Christ and the Good
News He offers. As a staff member of the Michigan District, LCMS,
I have the privilege of working with many compassion ministries
that reach out with Christ’s love to communities all around the
State on behalf of the District’s congregations. For example,
ministries like Franklin Avenue Mission in Flint that reaches out with
food, clothing, and bible study and Christ providing restoration
through baptism and changed lives. I appreciate being part
of a congregation that supports such at-large work, but also is
very hands on with lifting up our own medical community and
supporting programs and organizations in our own neighborhoods
like Circles and Hope Clinic.”

Julie Dunmire | Vice-President | Years at St. Luke: 9
Tell a story of how you have experienced one of our core values:
“Connection through authentic relationships.”
In 2020, as we all tried to stay home and stay safe, I have been
extremely grateful for the authentic, discipling relationships I
continue to experience at St. Luke—especially through my triad
bible study and my home group. While at times we have had to
experience that connection remotely through Zoom, that hasn’t
stopped our ongoing support of each other, sometimes through
some very hard things that life has thrown at us over the past year.
When we experience and process complex truths together, like
the death of a loved one or a health challenge, we help each
other to be faithful in purpose and to deepen our dependence
on Jesus.

Ellen Davis | Secretary | Years at St. Luke: 26
Tell a story of how you have experienced one of our core values:
“Connection through authentic relationships.”
During these challenging days of COVID, I’ve continued to be
encouraged by my younger brothers and sisters in our Sheepfold
class (1st-3rd grade). They are always interested, interesting, and
often downright funny! Especially on the days when this (ahem)
somewhat older sister in Christ is dragging, their enthusiasm
for Jesus and His stories is refreshing and brings me joy. At the
end of last year, I received a great note from one of them that
encouraged me to “Keep on believing in Jesus!”

Karla Chapman | Treasurer | Years at St. Luke: 19
Tell a story of how you have experienced one of our core values:
“Connection through authentic relationships.”
I have felt a strong connection through authentic relationships. I
have been comforted, supported, and prayed for in the past few
months by many friends and my St. Luke family during the recent
loss of my mom.

Johnnie Jackson | At-large Member | Years at St. Luke: 2
Tell a story of how you have experienced one of our core values:
“Openness to people and expression.”
There are so many opportunities, to be available and open to
people we encounter on a daily basis. The Weekly Bible Study
group I meet with, the clients I meet, the waitress, the owner....It
is my responsibility to reach out, listen and share with them as we
go about our lives. The opportunity helps me, regardless of their
religious affiliation, to grow in my faith, understand my faith and
allows me to speak of what my beliefs are.

Chad Hayes | At-large Member | Years at St. Luke: 18
How have you seen our mission statement lived out in your life?
“Seeking everyone’s story … sharing in His story”
I have been so pleased & impressed by our pastors (both past &
present) as they have continued to include real-life experiences
where they have communicated just how they have interacted
with their personal neighbors and in “out in public” situations
where they have had the opportunity to connect with folks.
Communicating how they learn about neighbors and everyday
people they meet with different backgrounds & cultures
always feels so great when talked over through sermons or
announcements as we all work to fulfill this mission statement.
Personally, I have really taken this commitment to heart by taking
more time when meeting new people in my life to find out where
they worship and find out more about their spiritual journeys.
Sharing our different stories really serves to understand each
other much better and build bridges that have led to a deeper
understanding of each other.

Libby Fink | At-large Member | Years at St. Luke: 28
How have you seen our mission statement lived out in your life?
“Seeking everyone’s story … sharing in His story”
At a previous job I was often the person that my coworkers came
to when they had problems, both at work and outside of work.
So much of what they would come to me about was on the
surface non-spiritual, but at the root tied to missing peace, hope,
faith, or joy. Because faith in Jesus and reading his word is my
source of these things it was natural that our conversations would
turn to Him. When one of my coworkers was in a highly stressful
season of life our conversation turned to where we go for truth
and comfort, and I mentioned that reading my Bible is a way I
find great comfort and peace. She mentioned that she had an
old KJV Bible but didn’t know how to read it. When I left work
that day, I knew that I needed to give her a Bible. The next time
we worked together I gave her a Bible, a simple bible study and
a note suggesting she start with the book of John and ask me
any questions she has. We only worked together for a few more
months, but she brought up what she was reading in the Bible
many times. Listening to her story allowed me to share my story
and in sharing my story I was able to share God’s story, the way it
changes my life and how it could change hers.

Andy Smith | Elder | Years at St. Luke: 49
Describe a situation when you have seen that “We reach. Christ
restores.”
Two examples: When on the phone with administrators at local
hospitals, as St. Luke was organizing some meals for healthcare
workers, I had the opportunity to explain that we are happy to
give, because God has given so much to us. Likewise, when doing
some projects in the community (cleanup after parade; cleanup
in local parks), I could explain that our congregation sees it as a
God-given mission to help where we can in the community. In
both cases, we could direct people’s attention toward God as
we were reaching out to them.

Jon Nees | Elder | Years at St. Luke: 26
Describe a situation when you have seen that “We reach. Christ
restores.”
During the last few years, God has been active in the life of
my small group where we have had serious losses to try us.
In sharing through Bible study and conversation our group of
families (with the occasional individual) has been led through
death, estrangement, and loss of various kinds. We currently are
weighing some of those challenges as they are both pressing and
unresolved. We are also daily experiencing the life and energy
God gives us in Jesus.
In Him, we encourage among ourselves confident assurance
of God’s protection, guidance, and care. Where we have
experienced the death of a friend, we have the assur-ance
of eternal life. Where we have the separation and the angst
associated with estrange-ment, we have been given fellowship
and hope for future reconciliation. Though we have some
losses, be they problems with health or other matters, we have
the corresponding support of prayerful partners, medical
professionals, and the assurance that our struggles have been felt
and borne by Jesus.
As my wife and I have just had the opportunity to share with some
of our youngest believers the way in which God preserved the life
of the spies Joshua sent to investigate the Promised Land (and
especially Jericho), we have been impressed with the importance
of be-lieving that God will save His own people.

Jim Putz | Elder | Years at St. Luke: 34
Describe a situation when you have seen that “We reach. Christ
restores.”
For me, a good example is the effort put forth by Pastor Sproul
and the church family during the Covid shutdown to first get an
online presence but ultimately to bring back people to live, in
person worship. Our congregation has been able to reach out
and begin growing again.

Ron McCarty | Elder | Years at St. Luke: 37
How have you seen our mission statement lived out in your life?
“Seeking everyone’s story … sharing in His story.”
The mission statement has caused me to move forward with
getting to know people and their families better. I enjoy getting
to know people and hearing bits and pieces of their stories.
Within the fellowship of believers sharing His story is comfortable.
Meeting people outside of church is a more challenging
endeavor both in sharing in their story and sharing His. Extending
the mission statement onto the vision statement of reaching
out so that Christ can restore has encouraged me in many of
the contacts I make both in visiting shut-ins and in personal
relationships.

Tom Kamrath | Elder | Years at St. Luke: 21
Tell a story of how you have experienced two of our core values:
“Connection through authentic relationships” and “Dependence
on Jesus.”
As part of a small home group, I have continued to be lifted
through prayer and as we gather weekly via zoom. Our friendships
have continued to grow as well as our dependence on the
Lord during difficult times in each of our lives. We have been
able to share praise reports when the Lord provides answers to
challenges, we face. Volunteering for other ministries at St. Luke
has provided me the opportunity the meet new people and share
our faith.

Kenneth Pingel | Elder | Years at St. Luke: 31
Describe a situation when you have seen that “We reach. Christ
restores.”
I joined St. Luke in 1990 when I married Susan Wintermeyer. Susan
was already a member at St. Luke. We have participated in the
same home bible study since that time. We and our two adult
children have “grown up” at St. Luke. We have experienced
Christ’s restoring power many, many times, in both our church and
family relationships.
Specifically, during Covid, beginning in March 2020, we
experienced the loss of in-person worship, receiving Communion
and in person bible studies. What a deeply discouraging period,
from sitting on our couch for Sunday service to Zoom meetings
for Bible Study. But despite all that, through our persistence and
with God’s grace, we kept our faith walk and encouraged one
another in incredible ways. That is “We reach. Christ restores”.

Austin Thomason | At-large Member | Years at St. Luke: 26
Tell a story of how you have experienced one of our core values:
“Dependence on Jesus.”
My family has experienced a lot of death this year. My grandma
passed away in March. Both of my sisters unexpectedly lost inlaws within a couple weeks of each other. All three incidents hit
the rest of us hard, as we’re a close-knit family (even the in-laws).
It highlighted our dependence on Jesus as individuals and as a
family. It was a great blessing to recite 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 to
my brothers in law, “But we do not want you to be uninformed,
brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve
as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with
him those who have fallen asleep.” I am grateful to have been
raised in a family where we believe this promise and can rely on it,
where not only I but the rest of my family depends on Jesus for our
hope.

Frederic Himebaugh | At-large Member | Years at St. Luke: 25
Tell a story of how you have experienced one of our core values:
“Dependence on Jesus.”
When Julie, my wife, experienced a recurrence of cancer, she
became very sick after surgery and her doctor suspected she
would not live more than six months. This turned out to be a
misdiagnosis, but I believed it for almost 24 hours. I spent the entire
day with her at the hospital, and as she was unconscious, I turned
to the book of Job, the part of scripture for which I always had had
little understanding. I read it in one sitting. With all of life’s props
pulled out from under me, I experienced a profound emptying of
my mind, and I became open to absolutely anything Jesus might
want to give me through his word. The story of Job’s suffering—
possibly the oldest story in the Bible—made complete sense to me
on that day. Or maybe that’s not quite true; better to say that I did
not receive answers, but rather my questions and confusion melted
away. I became reconciled to our need, in our fallen state, to be
stripped of all false supports so that we can begin to understand
our radical helplessness before God, and the infinite grace
available to us through our Savior Jesus Christ.

